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2 . 


“The WydgjLal Goapodarki MeozkanloweJ (Housing Department) of Krakow is 
subordinate to tne Pro zydlum Mis Joke ij Rady Narodoye^ (Presidium of the 
Municipal National Council - FMRN), which falls under the Administrative 
Department of the Polish Council of Ministers . 
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3. “The Housing Department, or Housing Office as it is popularly known, is 

located in Krakow at PI Wszyotkich Svietych, right near U1 BrzckloJ. Its 
rooms ore on the third floor. A doorman at the office entrance hands each 
applicant a form to fill. He has orders to keep out anyone who cannot 
prove that ho has legitimate business at the office. In 1952 somebody 
proposed that the PI Wazysthich Swietych be renamed the Plac Goncralissima 
* Stalina (Oonoral Stalin Square). The president of the District National 
Council ignored it. 
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Housing Shortage 

4. "The housing shortage in Krakow is hopeless. People are living in attic 3 and 
cellars and sheds. Many families live in Just one room. People sleep in 
railway stations. Others consider themselves lucky to have a bed in a workers' 
hostel. 


5. 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 


10 . 


ii 


Housing Categories 

"There are two categories of housings 


(a) Housing owned by private persons -- managed by the owners or 
superintenden-Gs » 

(b) Housing owned by the State. 


" Private owners have no legal voice in choosing their tenants. They are allowed 
only to pay taxeB and collect rents. These private rents ore prescribed by 
law; about five groszy (0.05 zl) per square meter plus utilities. The tenant- 
pay thl 9 rent to the owner or superintendent directly. QUA I -HUM 


"Private owners must see that all housing regulations are obeyed and that all 
repairs are carried out as requested. Theoretically, all repairs are executed 
bv the authorit ies; in practice tho tenants pay for minor repairs. I ~1 SDX1-HIIM 

| the private owner must pay 259 > of each month*B gross rents into u 

the Housing Fund. The need for repairs must be confirmed by the Komlajo 
Budowlana (Building Commission). Thoy are carried out by the Miejskie' 
pyzebsiohiorstwo Rcmontow o (Mumiclpal Repair Enterpx'iae) and paid by tho 
Housing Fund. Often one waits years for repairs — for the approval of plans, 
of funds etc • Tho ropairs ore not dono well • Confirmation of this is found 
in tho Polish press. The 1C ( 660 ) numbor of 5 Szpilki ! of 7 Mar 5^> P& 6 « 10 > 
gives a case in the section 'Satrya i Zycie i i The housing authorities sent 
a carpenter to Repair the apartment of one Miehal Ooral at 13*2 HI Viosenna., 

Kolobrzeg. The carpenter fell through u ceiling. The authuritieo decided no 

one else should be sent. Editor's comment, f An& rightly sc--thio is another 

proof of the State's coro for tho property cf its citizens. Another repair man 

might have broken tho rest of the ceiling*. 50X1 -HUM 

"To a small extent private owners and superintendents used to be able to rent 

some apartments and rooms to persons th ey trusted, without registration with 

the housing authorities • special brokers in Krakow h andled such 

rentals. Since the December 1953 housing census /to be dcscribcd/ l I 50X1 -HUM 

such illegal practices have been sharply curtailed. 


"Private owners belong to an association, called the Zrzoszcnie Prywatnych 
Wlascicieli (Association of Private Owners). They pay monthly due s7| ^ 
don^l get any help from the Association. | 


50X1 -HUM 


" State -owned housing is at the complete disposal of the housing authorities. 

The rents are paid by postal order or collected by an official at the Housing 
Office. The new apartments and houses built by the State command high rents. 

Two rooms and a kitchen cos t about l60 zloty per month; the rents are not set 
for the new state housing. I I 

The rents 50X1 -HUM 

in the new state housing also include charges for central heating, chimney 
sweeping, the apartment tax etc. 


"The new state housing has been erected by the Zaklady Osiedli Robotniczych, 
(Workers 1 Settlements - ZOR) and by the Miejckie Przedsieblorstwo Budowlane 
(Municipal Building Enterprise). The buildings are noted for their poor 
workmanship. The Polish press devotes considerable space to attacking shoddy 
building projects. Such an attack, on the new apartment buildings under 
construction at Grochow II, appeared in the 'Szpilki* issue of 7 March. 
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Sousing Allocation 

"By law all living space must be alloc*, 
criteria exists 


i by the Housing Office. The following 


50X1 -HUM 


Employed person - 10 square meters living space 

Unemployed person - 3 square meters living space 

' Child (any age) - 10 square meters living space 

(Area of kitchen utilities not Included in the above) 

"A person who works in Krakow and is registered in Krakow is entitled to file 
an application for living space with the Housing Office. The application 
forms are issued by the FRMN Housing Office^ 

_J The applicant must .describe all 
details of hie present lodgings and those he would like to have. The application 
must be endorsed by his employer and by his block superintendent. Applications 
for. lodgings in new buildings are usually submitted to the Housing Offiae by 
employers on behalf of employees vital to .them. Stakhanovite wprkers have 
priorities in all allocations. Apartment* .in new buildings are allocated by 
special coamioeions for various plants* Private persons enclose all sorts of 
certificates otresoins their need for a new apartment . As of Doc 53, their 
applications, were, hopeless. The demand for ..new apartments is terrific, and 
the building, rate is small. The. c^ost aoute 'Situation exists in Klokov and 
Warsaw. The .applicant then waits and waits * The Housing Office sends a 
consnifloion to ebook his present living conditions. These commissions move 
slowly because they. have sc many applications ‘to check, and so few apartments 
to allot , Ohocke by a commission from til? Department of Health are made only 
at the written request of the Housing Office, never of the -applicant. Usually 
the housing application is denied; because cf the ‘bousing shortage*. 


50X1 -HUM 


J stomps J must be put on a housing application ,50X1 -HUM 

In Krakow tho application must bo addrcooed to the FEMN DUA1-MUIVI 


Wydzial Ocopodarki VonronalneJ i Micszkanior ? cj, Krakow PI Wesystkich Svietych. 

Priorities exist in the allocation of housing. They go first to families of 
peroon3 m the Armed Forcoo, then to Stakhanovite workers and members of the 
Security Police and the Militia, Then come persons who have friends in the 
Housing Office and plenty of cash. 


50X1 -HUM 


"Sinco tho expiration of tho dccrco about work in cadres /not explained^ 
not sure whether workers with on order to work on a particular Job still have 
priority in fitting living quarters. However, since these work orders still 
exist, e g after finishing study on a state scholarship, this priority probably 
remains on paper. In such cases it is not the employee who applies to the 
Housing Office but the employer. According to a decree an employer employing 
a person on the basis of a work order is obliged to provide him with living 
quarters within six months,. Immediately upon employing him he must provide ^OYI-NI IM 
him with temporary lodging. JUAi-nuivi 

H 0ne sees no newspaper ads to sell an apartment. There are only ads for 
exchange — mostly to exchange ldrge apartments for small ap artments (lest 
stranger e be allocated rooms in. the large one). [ a doctor | | 

tore down all the partitions in his apartment to make it one large room. 

That was to avoid tenants boing assigned to the apartment. 


50X1 -HUM 


’’It is possible to register another person in one's own room and to live with 
tfcvt person. without the authorities asking questions.. No attention is paid 
to whether the pe.son is of a different .sex; the only requirement is to 
have the parson registered. The difficulties begin if one gives a separate 
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room to another person, and,, that pern<^. ( flleo ; ,on application for the room at 
the Housing Office. The Housing Off Ice' is apt to take the room and assign 
it to someone completely different. 

"There io no official law against sublets, but they ore inadvisable: the 
Housing Office will find out about a sublet and assign the room either to the 
tenant, or more often, to a complete stranger. The fact that the apartment owner 
owns the furniture in the sublet room is not considered; the owner can remove 
it. Once a room is reported to the Housing Office, it remains at its disposal. 

If a tenrnt leaves* another is oseigned. The owner cannot reoccupy the room 
unless he gets an official allocation. People only sublet rooms because they 
need the money; the average .monthly rent for one room in Krakow ranges from 
200 to 4 00 zl* Owners risk a sublet only to persons they trust, who will not 
report the arrangement to the Housing Office. At the Biurze Evidence i Ludnoscl 
(census Bureau) the owner registers the tenant as a relative. If there is an 
official check .he says that the person is .sharing the family apartment without 
occupying a separate room. 

"Sometimes the Housing Office orders two strangers, occupying separate rooms 
in ah apartment, to double up to' vacate an extra room for official allocation. 


to throw a person out of one's apartment,! | ^0X1 -HUM 

can be done easily in practice. The perspn Io simply accused or having forced 
his way in, occupying the apartment illegally. 'Forcible occupation of apartments, 
either Jrrt finished or still undqr. construction, were daily occurrences at Nova 
Hutft. The lock was forced, the apartment was' taken, and only then did the 
occupants report to the local militia and Housing Office to settle the matter. 

In mrny cases such persons were left in posses e ion of the apartments, since 
the Housing Office could not, get any. eatief action from the courto. The persons 
were punished for forcible, entry, but 'they could not be evicted if they had no 
other place. to go. If they hod previous^ had even a small room, they wore 
evicted to their* former residence. But if t^oy had occupied shacks marke d for 

demolition, n othin g could be done. People act like anlmala over housing, i | cnv . ... ... 

tenants moving in un apartment. whoic oebupant has died, without 50X1 -HUM 


waiting for the body to be removed. 


A substantial number of peasants 

and persons from other cities are coming to KaZakov, and they find jobG r imd^ 
lodrlKTa. Thor© t o be priority in housing for Krakow residents .f | . 

however, \ no work was being provldeja^for/j^hooe coming fro m the 


Tfest — from Sroalau, Stettin and other place s. 


50X1 -HUM 


"Superintendents lock apartment house gatoa at. 10 PM, .sometimes -lfttor. 
tenants have keys. The superintendents keep keys in their .office* 


The 


Because he is 


n To illustrate the procedures for obtaining permanent housing | 
the case of one Wladyalaw Bogucki,; a mason resident in Krakow, 
a skilled worker, he io often sent ^vny, on lrng .assignments • 

(a) "Bogucki got his first apartment through pull in 1949. His .wife used to 
work as a cleaning woman in the Dlotrict Office of the League of Soldiers' Friends, 
on ul Wielopole in Krakow. The chairman of that office was also chairman of the 
gTzewodniczacy WoJ Rady Narodawed (Presidium of the District National Council - 
liia name was trnu ) vfal£$ora < T|ie wife vent to him and explained how she 
and her husband .had to live , in one room, with three other families,. Woligora 
promised her help,. Within a month Bogucki received an official allocation of 
anothor room. Thin unusual .luck was due to endorsement by a high official and 
the fact that in 1949 such matters moved quickly when handled as personal 
favors. At that time there were still quiter a few apartments available in 
Krokow^that had been vacatod by Jews emigrating to Israel. 
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(b ) ''Mae Bogucki died suddenly In 1951; while her huahand was employed in 
Wroclaw. Ho came back at once, attended the funoral and within a week 
received an official notice to vacate his lodgings. Ho protecta availed* 

Other persona who were waiting onxiouoly for the vacated living apace willingly 
witnessed that Boguoki was seldom in Krakow* The apartment was taken from 
him and assigned to the family of a militiaman -- militiamen have a priority 
everywhere* 


Wo JcwodzkloJ Komis Ji LokalaweJ 
ted leaving nie room, his ~ 


(o) "Bogucki lodged an official complaint with the 
(District Housing Commission). While he reslate 
furniture Wao put out in the hall, and the case was closed. Bogucki stored 
the furniture, pai*? storage and then started sleeping at the Central 
Railway Station in Krakow. | 


Bogucki was arrested at the station one night when the militia was making a 
■ routine check. When he was requested to show his railway ticket and could 
produce nono and started to curse the whole housing situation, the militia 
put him in Jail. There, because he was a valuable skilled worker > he dared 
to speak out. He told how he had been deprived of his lodgings and, to 
continue his work in Krakow, had found it necessary to sloop in the station. 
He could not afford a hotel, and hotel stays are limitod to one week. 'He, 
could not sleep outside because it wac too cold. The militia answered that 
it is forbidden to sleep in tho railway station and that the militia was not 
responsible for the affaife of 'the- Housing Office. Nevertheless, it 
released him the next day. 


50X1 -HUM 


GO ■'Bogucki reported back to work and asked immediate lf*ave to find himoelf 

lodgings* Because he wac refused the* leave ■, he gave two weeks* notice. He 
heft and applied immediately for a Job at the Zjednoczoniu Przemyslowym 
Budowy NoweJ Huty (Central Industrial Office at Novo Hub a) „ He was hired 
at once and a 2 aigr*ed a bed in a workers 1 hostel. 


(e) f *Bogucki was summoned to court because, he had left hie ureviouo job without 
permission* But his new. and- powerful, employers, the 2PB Nowa Huta, issued 
him a certificate stating that he was a good conscientious worker who had 
left hie former Job only because he had no place to live. The court 
dismissed the case. BogucVi still had* to pay the Housing Office the cost of 
evicting him from his farmer lodging amd the cost of storing his furniture. 

co "Bogucki finally managed to sublease a room at ul Smoleuska 18 at. the high 
rent of 200 zl per month. As a skilled mason he could swing this because 
he was earning about 15 Q 0 zl per month. The apartment owner had pull at the 
Housing Office, that was why nobody interfered when he sublet a room. The 
owner of the apartment . was . to be transferred to Zawlercie* Ha advised 
Bogucki to make a formal application in* January 19152 for the room he was 
occupying; otherwise he would lose it again. Again tho owner*© pull was 
used. For a fee of 3000 *.t — all Bogucki* s savings — he managed to get 
the Housing Office to approve Bogucki^ occupancy. The Housing Office 
did not make much trouble .because : Boguoki was a skilled worker employed 
at Nova Huta; the room was too small for a family; and Bogucki had been 
evicted unfairly in 1951* But the 3000 zl was what really made the 
Housing Office act. When the official allocation came through, Bogucki 
refused to pay his excessive rent of 200 zl. He paid only tho official 
price of about 1.50 si plus about 30 zl for all other charges* Fights 
ensued with the owner but because of the bribe , no official claims were 
lodged against him. The first owner had moved from Krakow, and the 
successor had no claims on Bogucki. 


(g) "Bogucki remarried in summer 1952. Hia second wife had three children from 
her previous marriage. She was living in one room with a kitchen on 
ul Gromadzkle J in Ploszov. Bogucki decided it would be best to swap 
the two separate rooms — hie and hers -- in separate localities for one 
two -room apartment with kitchen. He advertised the proposed swap in a 
Krakow paper. Meanwhile he was summoned to the Housing Office. The 
present owner of his room, a security agent, had advised a friend to make 
a formal application for Bogucki *s room because Bogucki had remarried and 
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could live with his wife; Bogucki was actually visiting his wife only once 
h week because commuting from Plaazav to Nava Huta was tioo difficult! Bogucki 
was forced to vacate his room. The Housing Off ice. recalled its formal 
allocation of Jan 52* Bogucki filed formal claims and appeals , but ro thing 
availed* He could afford no zooro bribes, and he had never learned the nano 
of the r percon in the Housing Office with whom the former owner had used pull. 
He had to movo in with his wife in Plaszow* 


Homing Regie tratloa 

25. "It lo the duty of every person, citizen end alien, to register permanent and 

temporary addresses. His landlord or administrator ia responsible to see 
that he does* To obtain a work order in an employment office, ihj.s necooaary 
to produce a registration card or service cerd, or something to prove previous 
employment. The address registration cards serve more to identify a person 
than to establish hie place of residence*. ’ 

26. "A person registers his place of residence by filling out a registration card 
in duplicate.* In order to register a permanent or temporary- address he must 
show the house landlord or administrator the identity coyd or previous- 
registration card issued not earlier than 1951* He must also produce those 
documents to the local office of the B iurze Bwi&cncjl Ludnosci * The card 

has questions on personal data, place of j^owasr rooi'dlonae and p)ace of work* 
The. person must sign. The card .does not h- official apace for the landlords 
signature, but eventually that^ is requested* That is because there have been 
cases of persona registered at on address who have never lived there. 


27 . 

28, 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


?The registration oard for an alien -la fillod out in on? copy and is pink* It 
is the same, size as the one for Polish- oitiaeno* 

"The registration is then entered In tho house cook kept by the' landlord or 

administrator and in the large book kept in the district FRKN office to 

record the people in that district. The house registration bock had numborod 

pages sealed at the end and signed by pha Bturza Kwidoncji Ludnoooi of tho 

Citizens 1 Militia, which now controls ail matters pertaining to population 

movement. There is a note indicating how many pages are in the book. The 

registration books are like ochool notebooks ' J with holes in them and with a 

string, going through them’. | I it would be impossible to destroy 50X1 -HUM 

a page because it would, bo noticed immediately* It should be* possible, 1 

however, to replace an old sheet with a new one, particularly if one replaced 

the two middle sheets. One could punch holes, cut them, slide the sheets in 

and glue the cuts . String will cover the; cuts-, and only a detailed inspection 

would catch the change* The other sheets would be harder to replace.’ 

"All matters relating no populatio n movomenf -are now controlle d by the Census 
offices of the Citizens * Militia* I documents on 

population mo vement have been transferred to thrive ppmm 

authorities . 


"Persons arriving in Karakov for a short visit do not have tn 


50X1 -HUM 
50X1 -HUM 


l ncr k “too difficult to hide in a big city. One should not 

show oneself too long in one place, and one should avoid superintendents. 
People who come to Krakow Just for a few days do not need any papers since 
they do not have to register their place of residence. If such persons 
avoid meeting the authorities, they can do so easily for a time. In a small 
town, where one has no friends, it would be much more difficult to hide. 

Dec j>3 Housing Census 

"The Housing Office does not enjoy a reputation of efficiency, but conditions 
improve year l y. In Dec 53 an overall housing census was made in Krakow. F 

s uch a p-flnmiH vra m ade in other Polish citiesl 

The census embraced all non- 


50X1 -HUM 


industrial buildings . 


50X1 -HUM 
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"The census was taken by Block CoimaitteeartjjQd. by various divisions of the PRMN. 
The forms were completed in duplicate; one ■ oopyvafl s left with the house 
oupcri^ indent or owner; the original was returned to the PRMN. The copy left 
with the house owner was numbered end bore on official ne&l stating that the 
original waui- in the possession of the authorities • The form ashed for each 
house or apartment: 


50X1 -HUM 


Complete Hot of inhabitants 
Their places of employment 
Date they moved in 

dumber of rooms allotted- each Inhabitant 
Amount of rent paid by each tenant 
Plan of the bv.ilding 

34. l, It-appears certain that th^a consus will onable the Housing Office to. discover 
all -persons- who are occupying apartmonts or houses illegally, i o without a 
formal al location. All citizens of K rakow who have moved their place of 

- > residence | I have had to have an official allocation 50X1 -HUM 

of living quarters*. Citizens living in the same residence occupied before the 
cut-off date received the housing allocation automatically. The Gene us will 
also enable t he Housing Ofglco to allocate housing to new applicants more . 

efficiently. I _ I 50X1-HUM 

| Each person had to .sign his name, and the form, 
had to be confirmed by the signature of the 

Block 'Administrator* r ...... . > - 

35. "Previously the Housing Office had no detailed list of all available living 
opaco’. in Krakow*- It assembled Its data 'piecemeal,, when, citizens applied for . 
permission to rent a room or apartment*. On. such, occsiclons the apartment 
owner or building superintendent had to appear at the Housing Office. He 
had to report the *ize of his- .premise*,, the persons li ving there and their 
personal data. His-, report vac signed, by him* the superintendent and the Block 

.Administrator* Fr<*m such individual reports the Housing Office got. a spotted 
picture of available living apace and outbuildings which could take mere 
people. Whence, vaoandy arose, it' woe a? signed .to the applicant with the most 
pressing needs* ‘ 

36 . f ’Tho Communist Party and the Trade unions exercise most influence, oven, the 

allocation of* living - space# Rarely, if a person reported a vacancy to. the 
Housing Office, was he allocated that space* . Ip no other field has bribery been 
more widespread, than In housing* But,, in fairness, It should, be. noted, that 
many former, heueing of f ioiols - are serving prison .terms - for all the favors ..they 
granted to friends and. friends- of- friends* - .... - ... 


37. 


38 . 


"The present employees of the Housing* Of floe .in. Krakow 050 . recruited from 
among the ranks of trusted Party members* . Intelligent^, educated persons are 
used only for subordinate -duties* • That- is- why. it is of utmost importance 


, to have Party back! 


n applying for living, epos cu 


J 


Jit is. not pormlsaible to give any papers to anybody 
asking the Housing Office for allocation of quarters to a specific individual, 
the pr actice of asking foe -.favoro by phone or personal contact 


-is gti: 


,11 widespread,, 


"The Trtide Unions no longer- interfere in housing matters * The . Skrzynka. 
Tnterwencyjnu Polskiego Radio. (Polish Radio -Complaint Box) has. stopped 
talking « about housing problems ; it would have to devate its whole program 
to the topic* The Biurze Listov 1 Zaxalen przy Hadzie Panotwa (Bureau of 
Claims and Letters of the State Council) .shown no interest in housing 
problems . 

Block Committees 


50X1 -HUM 
50X1 -HUM 

50X1 -HUM 
50X1 -HUM 


39. "All the adult inhabitants of a given block of residences elect a Block 
Committee once a year. Service. on such committees is not paid* The 
elections are * Seoret* >- but there i& no choice among the candidates.: they 
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are either Party manors or at' lgaetifl socially active*.- The committee electa 
ita bhairmon, who is normally a Party man* He 'receives tho directives from the 
authorities for tho administration of tho block. A Bloch Committee holds 
meetings about once a month*. It haudloa tononta* disputes/ Issues certificates 
etc. 


’’Under no circumstances should one try to bribe a block superintendent/ in 
on effort to hide some person or thing from the authorities. But one should 
be on good< terms with him* He can be invited for meals . He con be bought 
drinks under various pretexts. It is good to grumble about hard times, to 
mention making a bit of money by trading old US goods • By making such remarks 
the person buying the block superintendent a drink Justifies his sources of 
income* .People .are t<ager to make extra money when a small matter is Involved 
but reluctant to take risks when politics are at stake. Even if the block 
superintendent ..is fairly intelligent, it is- not safe to go- to him openly with* 
a problem. 


”A friendly. Trade Union man may help get a free vacation for another trade 
unionist, who- is not working. Ha is doing something relatively within his 
power odd should not charge too much. It is good to travel with a trade 
unionist and to cover hie expenses without being extravagant. Some trado 
union vacations can be spent in frontier areas y but it would be unwise to tell 
even one's closest friend that one was taking him on a holiday Just to get 
into the frontier area* 


Hotels 


’’Most hotels are - run by Praedaiebiorstwo Hotel! Mlcjsklch (Munici pal Hotel 
Enterprise ) ; others are run- by the -Orbio chain. the four 

leading hotels in Krakow: Polonia, Frur.cuakiy Grand Hotel and the Polera* 
They are all- of the- First Category* Thare ±c a rather elegant- Orbis hotel 
opposite the atation in Katowice (3talinog**od)- ... 


50X1 -HUM 
50X1 -HUM 


doorman or hall porter registers a nsv hotel guest;. The next day a new 
hotel guest must report to the 3 .Ukr ze Ewidenc J 1 Luanos c i * Foreigners who 
arrive, with their passports are treated d iffere ntl y, and | they are 

reported immediately by phone. [ |no one is permitted to 50X1 -HUM 

stay in a hotel longer than six daya> unless her has an official documentary 
authorization. A. person sent on an. official trip from his place of work has 
a much easier time gett ing a room an d can stay for the period fpr which hi£ 

•■delegation * is valid.. |fo? such persons coming from Warsaw * ’ . 50X1 -HUM 

reservations are made over the phone and confirmed in writing* - •- 


"A doorman in a decent hotel e arns about 800 zl p er month and ..Iternates 
between day and night shifts* • | ]at 'night-no one* is • 

allowed. to entar he I: nis . ' Thera is no - doubt that UB agents carve 'as- hotel 
employees. 

Utilities 
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’Water' bills are paid through the mail by: check -t? the Wodociogov Miejakioh - 
(.Municipal Waterworks). The. bill is paid by the administrator or landlord* 
The cost is divided among the tenants. There Is a drive to save voter, but 
not to the same extent as the drive to save electricity. No quotas are set 
on water consumption. - * 


1 ’ Electricity bills are paid .by each individual to a -collector from Zaklady 
Energetyczne jQkregu Krakowakiogo (Electrioal Enterprise of the District of 
Krakow)* The collectors wear no special. uniform. Since Bummer 1953 a large 
number of*, women have been used. The bills are collected monthly. The 
collector cannot check the exact amount on the meter if the person is out. 

In such capes he prepares bills due for using a minimum amount of electricity. 
A fee is charged for the electric meter, even if no electricity has been used. 
The .basic raetar fee is about 1.60 al* 

If a 

collector cannot • find hia oustomer at home- for several months running, the 


50X1 -HUM 
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customor aroet -himself record the amount of electri city- used and report to the 
Pnv-av fttj'tlnn- to hauv? Mg 'hi ll made out. 


J If a customer is unable to pay when the collector 
~ Hft ■hhyae months to pay at the nearest power station. After 
three days high interest rates are charged. 


50X1 -HUM 


"The 'consumption of electricity la rationed. I the -quota for a one -room 

apartment is 20 WrI per month. An add i tional. 10 KW per month is all ocated, vher — a im i* * 
there are children under three years, where people have no cooking stoves and OUAI-nUIVI 
where the apartments ore particularly dark. The quota for larger apartments 
is based on the number of persons in each -family. There is also an additional 
allocation of power tor a communal kitchen used by several families,. 

”In 1952 it was forbidden to use electric heaters or irons eifter dark.- Notice 
of these regulations were posted everywhere, including t he windows of street- 
Ponti t -f-.i in/Onflafl ft put.nff of power for a monthf 


vas introduced whereby., any person who exceeds nia 
timaa the normal rate per kilowatt. . 


^jln 1953 a regulation 


power quota must pay four 
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J, Dwing the .winter- of 1952-53 electric power wpb cut once or twice a week in 

each part of KrakOv;. e g on Monday in Grzegcrzki, on Tuesday in Pradaih, . on 

Wednesday in mldf town, .on Thursday in Podgorze, on Friday in Zwierzyniec. The 

power cut was made for several hours, mostly fr om 5 FM to 10 PM. There was 

no resumption of this practice in autumn 1953* the power was cut 50X1 -HUM 

off to facilitate repairs. 

"The Mani c ipal Power Station is located- at Da.jworzc r close to the Third Bridge 
over the -Vistula. * 


'’Gaa -bills nre paid, through the mail by checks « 


(Municipal GaL Wor.&o ) • are located close to fche Power Station. 


The uazownia mejaha 


52. "Garbage is- collected by -the Zaklad ’Ooayezcaenia Miaota (Municipal Sanitation 
Snterpriae), whioh also oprlnEC ee" the city with fresh - water during the suxnmor 


nr , a the wno w in winter. [ 


tho garbage is 
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I put out tr. tin buckets that fit the oponings of the gorbago ui ii\/i 

The - garbage men wear- regular worker*, * overalls • The trucks eollert OUAI-nUIVI 


trucks, 
ashes. In winter. ^ • 

*' Chimney sweeps . Until 1952 there were private chimney swoops who sent private 

binS" end* Kad their own workers-- A collective cooperative of chimney sweops 

has since been established. .They send* quarterly bills to the apartment owners 

or administrators, who in turn charge their tenants proportionately. If there 

-has been a chimney fire, a sweep must be called in to state whether the fire was 

caused by a defective chimney. Tho cooperative charges about two zl per quarter 

for cleaning one chimney without partitions. ...... 

50X1 -HUM 
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’'The housing authorities dp not care, whether the children have enough space 
or whether the. toucher® have suitable quarters. In a vacated apartment they 
see only a place to allocate, to a waiting applicant, possibly for an 
appropriate fee paid discreetly to the official handling the case. 


thfc refusal was deliberate, to prevent 

the Carltaa from enlarging a kindergarten.^ Everything possible is done to 
make it difficult for the last Catholic organization. 

Currency Deals '• 

u In Krakow it .is possible to sell foreign currency, e g dollars, but it is a 
risky, business, punishable by five years in prison. People do it to raise 
money, but. only amonc relatives and trusted friends. The situation today is 
nothing comparable to 1948 when, on the market place in Sukiennice, peddlers 
of. gold and currency . aceoated people * \~ 


50X1 -HUM 


rButf if one has. no friends, people do not ^ even want to .discuss 

currency , transactions . . * 50X1 -HUM 


-end- . v ^ v:<i ; v , 
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